


 PREPARING THE
NEXT GENERATION OF
MUSIC TEACHERS
AND MUSIC STUDENTS

The Harmony Program at The City University 
of New York trains college students to 
teach instrumental music to children from 

economically disadvantaged communities in 
New York City. Through a partnership with the 
New York City Department of Education, the 
Harmony Program provides undergraduate and 
graduate students with professional development 
opportunities, fi rst-hand teaching experience, 
and hourly stipends for their services. At the 
same time, Harmony provides participating New 
York City public school children with musical 
instruments, daily after-school music classes, 
and cultural events...all free of charge. 

Drawing from Venezuela’s world famous model 
of music education, known as “El Sistema,” the 
Harmony Program emphasizes the infl uence of 
music-making on social development, encourages 
learning through ensemble playing, fosters a 
supportive community for program participants 
and families, and requires of all involved a high 
degree of commitment to daily music study.

The Harmony Program believes in the power of 
instrumental music to develop in all young people 
creativity, self-confi dence, determination, and 
collaboration. 

 “Music is one of the most rewarding 
experiences  young children can have. 
Music is my passion and I want to make 
it their passion as well so they can 
gain as much as I have from music.”
– Robert Benson, percussion instructor

 “Music transforms adversity into hope.”
 – Maestro Jose Antonio Abreu,

Founder, El Sistema

PARTICIPATING CHILDREN RECEIVE:
• Daily after school music lessons
• Musical instruments and supplies
• Sheet music and music books
•  Cultural experiences that expose them to a 

variety of musical genres 

HARMONY’S STUDENT-INSTRUCTORS RECEIVE:
• Professional development training
• Classroom observation
• Hands-on teaching experience
•     Hourly stipends for their teaching services 

 Harmony is unique in that it utilizes the 
untapped resources of the City’s college-
level musicians to develop the musical 

talents of young people, who would not ordinarily 
be exposed to music education. Targeting an 
under-served population of children with little 
or no prior experience studying music, the 
program helps young participants develop basic 
instrumental skills and an appreciation for music 
while simultaneously providing training for future 
teachers. 

“I started music in the 4th grade, and I 
have loved it ever since. This is a great 
opportunity to show children the value of 
hard work, dedication and camaraderie.”

– Christian Alonzo, brass instructor


